
At the tender age of 22, jazz vocalist Jane 
Monheit dazzled listeners with her debut 
album Never Never Land. Five years and 
three more well-regarded albums of stan-
dards later, she is back with not one but 
two new albums: a  Christmas collection, 
The Season, and a well-timed retrospective. 
Aaron Alper was lucky enough to catch 
Monheit before she set out on tour and, for 
a few moments, got to pick the brain of the  
woman behind the vocals.

There’s so many Christmas albums 
out. What was the inspiration behind 
The Season?
Well I’ve always been one of those people 
that is totally obsessed with Christmas. I 
always knew I’d make a Christmas album 
and it seemed like the right time to do it.

What’s your favorite Christmas song 
and why?
Probably Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas. I love it like the way I love Over The 
Rainbow; it’s one those incredibly classic, 
beautiful pieces of music.

When was the exact time that you 
discovered jazz as a vocal means?
Really from the very beginning. I grew up 
on jazz and we always played it in the house 
so these were the first tunes I was learning 
when I was two or three years old.

Did any other vocalists help you to form 
your style?
I guess it would be Carmen McCrae, Mel 
Torme, Frank Sinatra, people like that..

And who do you sing along with at home 
that your fans might be surprised at?
I’m a big fan of singers like Bonnie Raitt 
and Joni Mitchell but that’s not too un-
usual. I’ve got a lot of weird records. Björk 
would be one. I was a big Nine Inch Nails 
freak for a while [laughs].

So what’s next on your schedule?
Well we’re leaving tomorrow to start a 
tour for The Season and then we may be 
going into the studio in the Spring.

What kind of record will that be?
I don’t know. Maybe something different. 
We’re thinking of doing a different kind 
of project rather than an album of stan-
dards. We’re not really sure yet.

Would you try anything besides jazz?
I really love all kinds of music but there 
only two things I wouldn’t try: metal 
and opera.

Ok, final question: what’s the one thing 
you want for Christmas this year?
Oh gosh. You know what I want? I want to 
go on a trip somewhere! <
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